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those who are in need and did not ask it; for in both cases it is
more honourable and pleasant: but to those who are in pros-
perity, if it is to cooperate with them, he should go will-
ingly ; for this is the use of a friend : but if it is to enjoy
their abundance, he should go reluctantly j for it is not
honourable to be anxious to receive assistance. But perhaps
he must guard against appearing ungracious in his refusal:
for this is sometimes the case. The presence of friends then
is necessary in all circumstances,

CHAP. XII.
Society is the great bond of friendship.

1.  Is It not then, that like as sight is most desirable to
lovers, and they choose that sense more than the others, as
if love existed and arose mostly in that, so also society is
most desirable  to friends?   for  friendship  is  community.
And like as he feels towards himself, so does he towards his
friend; and with respect to himself, the perception of his ex-
istence is desirable $ it is the same therefore with respect to
his friend.   But the exercise of their friendship consists in
society j so that it Is with reason that they are desirous of
it.

2.  And whatsoever existence is to either party, or on
whatever account they choose life, in that they wish to pass
their time with their friends.   Wherefore some drink to-
gether, some play together, others exercise and hunt to-
gether, or learn philosophy together; each passing their
time in that occupation, which they love most of all tilings
it* life 3 for when they wish to Associate with their friends,
they perform and share with them those things, by which
they think that their society is kept together.

3.  Therefore the friendship of bad men is depraved : for
they participate in what is bad, being unsettled ,- and they